SHOR 


021% QAZGA2Z3:59kT 


ni Aloe 
~~ Wy 


BIAYZEAZPYD 
TEER DLLER IOC 


ITHE/ACCUAIMED) SERIALIZATION EDENSIZERO, 
GHONEN MAGAZINENTHEDATEST|VOLUME|SNOW. 


fie: 


Derk... Is that 
"Flaming Ice 
Sword” treasure 
really here? 


TH.TH. THERE 
IS NO DOUBT 
ABOUT THE IN- 
ANFORMATION... 


THE THIEF'S 
APPRENTICE: 
DERK 


there's no a 4 

treasure 3 mata 
here or a ee 
anything. 


Ss i No people... 
Seems all um ° No buildings... 


ae Zi y And no mon- 
; y iad sters, either. 


HEY! DERK! 
HANG IN 
THERE! 


THIS WAY, | smell 
BROTHER! delicious 


HOW CAN YOU 
EVEN SMELL SOUP. 


IN A SNOWSTORM 
LIKE THIS?! \\ 


of soup is 
this way! 


Brother... 
the storm's 
clearing up 


It's...the 
smell of 
treasure. 


I¢ smells like 
something...but 
it isn’t soup... 


WHAT'S WITH 
THIS SNOW- 


You mean 
you...don’t 
know this 


WHERE'D THIS 


VILLAGE COME 
FROM...7! 


It seems 
some more 
have followed 
their thieves’ 
noses here 


to the 
thieves’ 
graveyard... 


My fine 
thieves. 


You can J 
lower your HUHHH?! HOW DID 
guards. It’s y/| en YOU KNOW WE 


WERE THIEVES?! 


Everyone 
living here is 
a thief. 


It's a village where 
thieves who gathered 
in search of the 
Flaming Ice Sword 
live, unable to escape 
the snowstorm. 


The one they 
fear as the 

Devil's Hand, 
Githaros. 


I've been 
trapped in this 
village for fifteen 
years now. It 
makes me cry. 


veteran in 
the village. 


I'm a great 
thief who'd 
make even 
crying kids 


| wanna VANS t's been 
see the 
bape tis And I've Y four years 
world ale been here 

for six 


IS EVERYONE 
WERE REALLY 4, 


It Was back 
then, wasn't it? 
Oh, | noticed, 
all right. 

\y 


I'm Torna. | 
came here 


I'm fed up 
with the 
same old 
scenery 
every day. 


Did you not 
notice when | 
stole your sack 
of gold? 


MUAH?! | 
IWSHEN'D THAT 
HAPPEN?! 


Also, | 
took your That's why | 
and some Wallet 
kind of 41) (3) - and 
<0} . slipped it 


put rocks in 
it instead. 


\ {back into 
LY your pocket. 


-and | also 
grabbed your 
hat in the 
process. 


TO WEAR A 
GIRLS HAT...HE’S 
f SOME PERVY 


Looks like 
we've got an 
incredible guy 
on our hands. 


You just might 
be able to stea/ 
the Flaming Ice 
Sword!! 


EVEN THOUGH 
OSE COULD COME 
HERE JUST FINE, 


It's all part of 
the Flaming 
Ice Sword's 

curse. 


af 


SAK . ~ 
\ 227 i~ 


| don't 
feel like 
making a 
confession. 
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FT THAT IS THE 
7 | FLAMING Ice 
J ORO. 


11'S A PHANTOM NF 
TREASURE THAT 


B\ even Houck 1's. |p Benekes 
DN “Mave OF Ice. Loe —— 
ZA 


Just 
read the 


monument. 


There's a Why no one 
reason it has stolen it 
hasn't been even though 
stolen? it's right in 
front of us. 


IF you touch 
me, you Shall 
be turned to 


IF you move. 

me, you shall 

be tuned to 
ashes. 


To all the 
foolish thieves 
who desire 
me. 


You shall be 
trapped with 
me and perish. 


However...if 
you can hold 
me in your 


May you be 
trapped with 
me and be 
lost to time 
for eternity. 


| do not 
belong to 
anyone. But 
the foolish 
thieves are 


You shall be 
freed from this 
eternal prison. 


were six 
people. 


All of them... 
the moment 
they touched 
the Flaming Ice 
Sword... 


They were 
_| reduced to 


V 
How am | So this 
going to means neither 
steal this, touching nor 
| wonderP moving it is 
allowed. 


IT'S ABSO- EVEN IF 

LUTELY IM- THE MAYOR 

POSSIBLE! EXPECTS YOU 

YOU'LL DIE! 4, TODO IT, 
Pa 


WHAT ARE 


SAYING?! 


Something 
that changes 
people who 
touch it brings 
back bad 
memories. 


This will be 
interesting. 


You But... 
probably you can't stay 
could, in a place like 
brother! this forever, 
can youP 


BUT.I CANT 
SEE that 4 


SECOND stay here 


forever? 


comrade’s 
body bursting 
into flames... 


| just can't 
bear to 
see that 
again. 


But...I'Ve got to 
steal it, or we 
won't ever get 

out of here. 


I don’t plan on 
turning to 


| weed! to 


steal it. 


et =. 


No kidding. 
Everyone here 
is a thief. 


And | didn't \ 
expect them to \; 
keep the buildings 
so clean. Even 
though they're 
thieves... 


But...some- 
thing's been 


bothering me. 


Brother...such 
an interesting 
N ase this is. 


You can't walk 

down a street \_ 

without getting 
your pocket 


Brother... 
Have you 
thought of a 
way to steal 
the Flaming Ice 


It can't be 
touched, and 
it can't be 


Just how am 
| supposed 
to steal itP 


Derk... 
Let's go look 
at the Flaming 

Ice Sword 


\\ ce 


AW 


I¢'s an ice 
sword...but it’s 
wreathed in 
flames despite 
being made of 


Somehow 
it seems as if 
I'm being tested, 
and | don't 


Why do | 
feel so 
uneasy...? 


Jj \s it what's 
rq written on the 
monument...? 
No, that’s not 
it... 


And I've Four 
been years 


SS Everyone 
Biliving here’ 
B is a thief. 


Don't tell 


me this 
is... J) 


HEY! WAKE 
OP, DERKI!! 


You sure 
talk in your 
sleep a lot... 


1 ia "mil 
Ro if Is it those 
¥ newcomers 
from yester- 


And | think 
you've heard 
this, but there 
are six of us 
six feet under. 


Right now, I'm 
going to steal 
the Flaming Ice 


Then it's goodbye 
to this village 
trapped in the 
snowstorm. 


But first, there’s 
something | need 
to check. 


Well, as | , 
told you It’s fine, just What does 


yesterday, do what my that got to 
it was four brother do with any- 


| want you all to 

tell me how long 
you've been 
trapped here. 


Fifteen 


Then there's 
No doubt 
about it. 


The Flaming 
Ice Sword 
can be 
taken. 


Me and Derk]} Two years 
have been 
here one 


So they mayor's been 
here the longest for 
fifteen years. After 
that, people started 

coming here one after 

another six years ago. 


Was there 
anybody here 
before you? 


NOT BY ME, 
BUT BY YOUR 


== "HANDS". 


It's likely that 

you can touch 

the Flaming Ice 
Sword perfectly 


Who do you 


j y think you 


V YOU'RE TRYING TO 
OSE A SENIOR TO SEE 
IF PEOPLE REALLY 
BURN, AREN'T YOU! 


YOURE SUST 
4 STRANGER 
WHO ONLY 
CAME HERE 


LIVING HERE 
TOGETHER 


But you're 
not living here 
because you 


You want 
nothing more 
than to get 
out of here. 


You're the 
only one W4O 
warts to 
be ere. 


| ME ONE WHO PUT \ 


«Nig THE ICE SWORD 
HERE WAS YOU, 


‘Y As the story goes, 
the first one to find 
the Flaming Ice Sword 
in this snowstorm 
was you. 


What are you sayingP!! 
You saw the monument, 
didn't youP! Who 
wouldn't be spooked 
knowing you couldn't 
touch the Flaming Ice 
Sword?! 


IF you're a 
thief, usually 
you'd just 
take it by 


Or rather... 
it's unnatural 
not to take it 


It's a natural 

Phenomenon that ; 

causes something Haven't you 
to age and fade ever heard of 
depending on the deterioration? 

number of months 

or years. 


What made me What's 
uncomfortable all written on the 
this time was the monument 

stone of the doesn't 
monument. matter. 


And that 
monument...by 
my estimate, 


was made 
seven or eight 
years ago. 


In other words, 
that monument 
didn't exist the 
first time you 

came here. 


And 
another 


In a village this 
cold, you're the 
only one whose 
breath isn’t 
misting. 


Isn't: that 
Just a little 
suspicious? 


It would seem the 
Flaming Ice Sword 
was bait to lure 
thieves here. 


70 prsosty ( 
GITHAROS- 
SAMA, wHO 
CRYING KIDs 
cRy.. 


| 
LET yOU \ (aMeC 
LIVES // 4 y S 


“i 


® 


iw 


AND QUIET, yOu 
COULDVE BEEN 
My TREASURED 
PLAYTHINGS 
FOREVER. 


THIEVES ARE JUST THE 
COOLEST! THEY’RE 
SUPER NIMBLE, RIGHT? 
ANDO THEY'VE GOT THESE 
WICKED LOOKS IN THEIR 
EYES, AND THEY'VE GOT 
GREAT NOSES. 


\ LOVE THIEVES!!! 
WANNA OWN 
THEM ALL! I$ 

THAT SO WRONG?!! q 


sa) AW Al 
\x As 


\: 


\ 


GU RV 
(b, 
wy 
te A 
\ \ \\ 


fs SOWRAT IF | COLLECT 
Cae 
ND 
COLLECT MEDALS 
@ FOR REASONS | DON'T 
GET!! 


You should also 
know thieves 
don't like being 
owned by 
anyone. 


) 
y AnH SHADDUP!!! 
| NOW THAT I'VE 
P BEEN EXPOSED, I'M 
JUST GONNA KILL 
YOU ALL!!! 


\ 
WS SS \ \ 
SSG 


iN 


S99 EVERYONE, 
STAND BACK!! 


o 
HY AAHH 7,7 
ALL yOUR 
TEARS wILb 
COME OUT 


call you the 
Devil's Hand, 
after all. 


THIEVES — [PY 
REALLY ARE Se\\ 
7% THE Best! N$ 


Y} Um a thief, 
after all. 


| figured these 
gloves were for 
holding the 


IL/ 


Wil Wi I'm not the 


[} Kind to think 
too hard 
about the 

future. 


iam)" 
io \ : 


Nee” Wi/iib Wwe 
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PLEASE 
DON'T KILL 


L.I WAS ONCE 
RENOWNED AROUND 
THE WORLD AS 4A 
GREAT THIEF... 


AS IF! YOU'RE THE ONE 
WHO'S BEEN KEEPING 
US TRAPPED HERE ALL 
THOSE YEARS! 


But as | stole all 
kinds of treasures 
around the world, | 

felt deep inside 
that there was no 
point to it all. 


Ss 
The thing | truly \ I 
wanted more than 
ay | anything wasn't Fe 
treasure...but a 


a family... | 
= aN 


and before | 
YOU EXPECT knew it | So | figured the best 


US TO BELIEVE ji Way to start a family 

THAT STORY?! peteetan 4 was to start getting 

7 other thieves just 
like me, 


Even though a ; we While what you 

a ik a Heal a tech ate wae wrong, 
the time we 

clumsy person. spent together 


wasn't bad, 


| feel grateful 
that the thieves 
who gathered 
here allowed me 
to experience a 
“Family”. 


We're not 
going to 
take your 


Hurry up 
and leave. 


¥ LOOK AT ALL 
FAG, THE TREASURE 
EVERYBODY! THE MAYOR 


HEY, JACKASS! 
DON'T STEAL IT 


FROM ME! ~ © HAD BENEATH 


HIS HOUSE! 


BROTHER, | don't have Pisin d 
=f 0oK OSHAT ford memories lion't wan 
GA \ZX_— T FOUND! of “gold”. 


This is the 
“mysterious 
smith's table”, 

pansion 


WHAT AN 
AMAZING 


for the Ice 
Sword was 


You won't even \/ 

steal anything 

with this much 
treasure in 
Front of you. 


| stole the 
Flaming Ice 


[ 


Didn't that 
disappear? 


That's the 

kind of guy 

my brother 
is! 


A fitting 
name... 
don't you 


You're... 
not very 
thief-like, 
are youP 


Once 
I've stolen 
something, 
it doesn't 

matter. 


You're a 
strange 


HUA), GRE. UN, BES 
a Se e 4 
oN Ue pi a yj 
\ y \ >A , a 
~weuaase 


: Mp { f Si 
) a \ MY / 
YA\ oie 


Maybe it’s 

because / 

wouwrd wp 
It Salln 


il 
| Good grief. 
Mie i ad keep 
i i¢ down: 
! [ 
i 7 
Uilire UW *, 4 TA 
ee W Bf lf Ci A 
What an ae Te. I ak Re i 
annoying 7 r = inn ne oS 
guy we have ly ai 
here. 5 
es wu | Al a 
li 


You were just 
thrown in 
prison, 


and 
What a i : you're already 
desperate i kicking and 
yee i screaming? 


i Tl 
aa rHaoNo || 
bette IDEA WHAT |" 
APR 

Hoke! f. WOULD 

) a HAPPEN 

Pee Dh Gi (| AeTER 

ae Ly THAT. 

Bek = pels 1 | 


MY MEETING 
WITH THIS GLY |b 
WOULD LEAD § 

70 A GREAT 
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